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MAY AND OCTOBER MEETINGS OF THE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY OP PENNSYLVANIA. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held on Monday evening, May 5, 
1879, the President, Mr. Wallace, in the chair. 

Mr. Frederick D. Stone, the Librarian of the Society, read a paper en- 
titled " Philadelphia Society a Hundred Years Ago ; or, the Eeign of Con- 
tinental Money." 

On motion of Dr. Edward Shippen a resolution of thanks was offered Mr. 
Stone, and of request that a copy of his paper be furnished to the Society. 

The President stated that among the valuable presentations to the Society 
since the last meeting he wished particularly to call attention to the very 
magnificent volume relating to the " Genealogy of the Taylor Family." The 
Secretary then read from letters of Joseph L. Chester, LL.D., now of London, 
formerly of Philadelphia, through whose exertions this copy has been pro- 
cured for the Society, it being one of four sent to this country. He wrote 
that the edition consisted of one hundred copies, and as the whole outlay 
amounted to £10,000, each copy cost $500, and the binding of the edition 
alone cost $2500. 

The Secretary read a letter dated Hartford, Conn., February 25, 1879, 
from Messrs. Brinlcy and Trumbull, administrators of the estate of Mr. 
George Brinley, notifying the President of the Society that in carrying out 
the known intentions of Mr. Brinley, they had determined in the sale of his 
American Library to give to certain Institutions and Societies the opportu 
nity of obtaining at the sale, free of cost, such of his books as they should 
respectively select for their libraries, to the value in the aggregate of 
$25,000, and that the Historical Society of Pennsylvania was authorized 
to bid off at the sale books for the Society's Library to the amount of $2000. 

The President stated that at the first of the three sales — which comprised; 
more particularly those books relating to New England — the Society had 
made purchases under this offer to the value of $300, and that the balance 
of the $2000 was reserved for the second and third sales, which would e«iaprise 
the works relating more particularly to Pennsylvania and the Middle States. 

Mr. Charles M. Morris, the President of the Council, read the annual re- 
port of that body to the Society. 

A special meeting of the Society was held at the Hall oa the evening of 
Oct. 20, 1879, Vice-President Keim in the chair. 

The meeting having been called to order, the Chairmao introduced Samuel 
W. Pennypacker, Esq., who read an essay entitled -, The Settlement of 
Germantown, and the Causes which led to it." 

Upon the conclusion of the reading, on motion o;f Vice-President Horatio 
Gates Jones, Mr. Pennypacker received the thanks of the Society for his 
valuable and interesting paper, a copy of which he was requested to furnish, 
the Society. 

On motion, the meeting then adjournedl 



